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On Tus DEATH oy IAA 


Rev, Mr, GEORGE W HITFIE L D. 


Y : NUMBER 8 xXIIi. 10. 


A Let me die the death of the Righteous, and let my laſt. 


l end be like his ! 


of you join in this wiſh ? Pertaps "Ry are 
few of you who do not, even in this nu- 
And O that this 


| 3 7 


2. An elaborate 3 of che text, will not 
be expected on this occaſion. 


too long from the ſadly-pleaſing thought of your 
"beloved Brother, Friend, and Paſtor; yea, and Fa- 


It would detain you 


| ther: too: for bow — are here whom he hath Le: 
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gotten in the Lord: Will it not n be more Tales 
able to your inclinations, as well as to this ſolemnity, 
directly to ſpeak of this Man of God, whom you 
have ſo often heard ſpeaking in this place ? The end 
of whoſe converſation ye know, Jeſus Chriſt, the 
ame yeſterday, to day, and for ever. 


And may we not, 


Firſt, Obſerve a few particulars of his life and 
death. 

Secondly, Take fome view of his character. | 

And, 

2 hirdly, Inquire how we may improve this awſyl 

Providence, his ſudden removal from us. 

T. 1. We may, in the firſt place, obſerve a few 
particulars of his life and death. He was born at 
Glouceſter, in December, 1714, and put to a Grams 

mar-ſ{chool there, when about twelve years old, 
When he was ſeventeen he began to be ſeriouſly reli- = 
gious,and ſerved Gop to the beſt of his knowledge. A. 
bout eighteen he removed to the Univerſity, and was 
admitted at Pembroke-college in Oxford. and about 
'a year after, he became acquainted with the Me- 
thodiſis (ſo called) whom from that time he loyed 
as. his own ſoul. | 

2. By them he was i. That we muſt be 
born again, or outward reiagon will profit us nor 
thing. He joined with them in faſting on HWedneſ 
days and Fridays, in viſiting the ſick and the priſo- 
ners, and in gathering up the very fragments of 
time, that no moment might be loſt; and he chang- 
ed the courſe of his ſtudies, reading chiefly ſuch | 
books as entered into the heart of Religion, and led 
directly to an experimental nn of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and him crucified. 


3+ He was ſoon tried as with fire, Not only his 
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reputation was Joſt, and ſome of his beſt friends for- 


the firſt fruits of his labour. 
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ſook him, but he had many inward trials. Many 
nights he lay ſleepleſs upon his bed; many days pro- 
ſtrate on the ground. But after 15 had groaned ſe- 
veral months under the Spirit of bondage, God was 
pleaſed to remove the heavy load, by giving him 
the ſpirit of adoption, enabling him, through a liv- 


ing faith, to lay hold on fhe Son of his love, 
4. However, it was thought needful, for the re- 


covery of his health, which was much impaired, that 
he ſhould go into the country. He accordingly 
went to Glouceſter, where GOD enabled him to a- 
waken ſeveral young perſons. 
themſelves into a little ſociety, and were ſome of 


to read twice or thrice a week to ſome poor people i in 


the town, and every day toread and to pray with the 


prijoners in the county goal. 


5. Being now about twenty-one years of age, he 


was ſolicited to enter into holy Orders. Of this 
he was greatly afraid, being deeply ſenſible of his 
own infufficiency. But the Biſhop himfelf ſending 
for him, and telling him, ** Tho” I had purpoſed to 
5 ordain none under three and twenty, yet I will 
„ ordain you whenever you come ;*'* and ſeveral o- 
ther providental circumſtances concurring, he ſab- 


mitted, and was ordained on 7rinity-Sunday, 1736. 
The next Sunday he preached to a crowded audito- 


The 


ry, in the church wherein he was, baptized. 
week following he returned to Oxford, and took his 
Bachelor's degree. And he was now fully omploy- 


ed, the care of the priſoners and the poor, bing 


chiefly on him. 


6. But it was not Jong before he was MEWS ta 
Lengon, to ſerve the cure of a friend going into the 


Theſe ſoon formed 


Shortly after he began 


. 
country. 


week, catechizing and preaching once, beſides daily 
viliting the ſoldiers in the barracks and the infirnia- 


Ty. Hg allo read prayers every evening at Wapping- 


chapel, and preached at Ludgate-priſon every Tueſ- 


day, While he was here, letters came from his friends 
in Gporgia, which made him long to go and help them. | 
But not ſeeing his call clear, at the appointed time 


he returned to his little charge at Oxford ; where ſe- 
veral yourhs met daily at his room, to uiid up each 


other in their moſt haly faith. 


7. But he was quickly called from hence again, 
to ſupply the cure of Dummer in Hampſhire. Here 
he read Prayers twice a day, carly in the morning, 
and in the evening, after the people came from work, 


He alſo daily catechized the children, and viſited from 
houſe to houſe. 


He now divided the day into three 
parts, alloting eight hours for ſleep and meals, eight 


for ſtudy and retirement, and eight for reading pray- 


ers, catechizing, and riſes the people. — ils there 
a more excellent way for a ſervant of Chriſt and his 


church ? If not, Who will not go and do litewiſe? 


8, Yet his mind ſtill ran on going abroad. And 


being now fully convinced he was called of Gop 


thereto, he ſet all things in order, and in Fanuary 1737, 


went down co take leave of his friends in Glouceſter. 
It was in this journey that Gop began to bleſs his 
miniſtry in an uncommon manner. 


preached, amazing multitudes of hearers flocked toge— 


ther, in Glouceſter, in Stonehouſe, in Bath, in Briſtol; . 
ſo that the heat of the churches was ſcarce ſupport- . 
able. 


And the impreſſions made on the minds of 


many, were no leſs extraordinary. Afﬀter his return 


to Tano, while he was detained by general Ogle- 


He ontinned there two months, lodging 
in the Tower, reading prayers in the chapel twice | 


Wherever he 


> | 
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thorpe, from week to week, and from month te 


| month, it pleaſed Gop to bleſs his word {till more. 


And he was indefatigable in his labour : generally on 


and walking to and fro ten or twelve miles. 


29th that he firſt preached without notes. 


fore they cleared the land. One happy effect of 


ing : 
© ably in the great cabbin. 
© elſe but Gop and CHRIST: And ſcarce a word is 
„ heard among us when together, but what has re- 


in the ſecond Adam. 
been a peculiar providence, that he ſhould ſpend a little 


of Auguſt following, 


prayers and expounded twice a day, and viſited the 
ſick daily. 


three in the afternoon : And at ſeven in the evening 
expounded the church catechiſm. 
er is it for our brethren in the miniſtry, either in 


In his ſteps ? 


- 


Sunday he preached four times, to excceding large 
auditories ; beſides reading prayers twice or thrice, 


9. On December 28 he left London. It was on the 
December 
| 30 he went on board; but it was above a month be- 


their very ſlow paſſage, he mentions in April follow- 


© Bleſſed be Gop, we now live very comfort- 
We talk of little 


© ference to our fall in the firſt, and our new birth 
It ſeems likewiſe to have 


time at Gibraltar ; Shore both citizens and ſoldiers, 
high and low, young and old, acknowledged the day 
| of their viſitation. 1 
10. From Sunday, 1 7, 1738, till the latter end 
he made full proof of his mi- 
niſtry in Georgia, particularly at Savannah: He read 


On Sunday he expounded at five in the 
morning; ; at ten read prayers and preached, and at 


How much eaſi- 


England, Scotland, or Ireland, to find fault with 
{ach a labourer in our Lord's vineyard, than to tread : 


11. It was now that he obſerved the deplarakle 
condition of many children here; and that Gop put 
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| phan- Houſe . for which he determined to raiſe con- 


return thither. In December following he did re- 


ford. The next day he came to London again: and 1 
on Sunday the 2 iſt preached twice. But though the 


l 
firſt thought of preaching in the open air. But when | 
* 

9 
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was able to contain one half of the congregation) 
preached abroad, to near two thouſand people. On 


Friday he preached there to four or five thouſand ; 


ſtaid at Briffol. And a flame of holy love was kin- 


have been in a church. Bein g again detained in Eng- 
land from month to month, he made httle excurſions 
into ſeveral counties, and have the contribution: 
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into his heart the firſt thou ght of founding an Or- 


tributions in England, if Gop ſhould give him a ſafe 
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turn to London + and on Sunday, January the 14th, 
1739, he was ordained Prieſt, at Chriſt-Church, Ox-: *|# 


churches were large, and crowded exceedingly, yot fl 
many hundreds ſtood in the church-yard, and hun 


dreds more returned home. This put him upon the 


„ Wa wy, wk YL @&t 


he mentioned it to ſome of his friends, they judged 
it to be mere madneſs.” © So he did not carry it into 
execution, till after he had left London. It was on 
Wedneſday, F ebruary 21, that finding all the church- Yy|- 
doors to be ſhut in Briſtol, (beſide that no church © 


at three in the afternoon he went to Kingswood, and 


hin OO, ou 6% , Y po 


and on Sunday to (it was ſuppoſed) ten thouſand. [ 
The number continually increaſed all the time he | 
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dled, which will not eafily he put out. The fame _ 
wer afterwards Lindled in various parts of Hales, of 
Glouceſterſhire, and Worceſterſhire. Indeed where- 
ever he went, 60D avanduntly confirmed the word 3p 
of his meſſenger. 

12. On Sunday April 29, he preached the firſt 
time in Moorfields, and on Kennington common, and 
the thouſands of hearers were as quiet as they could 


„ M e LN LOR 


0 svp y<S 


4 


— 


74 


of willing multitudes, for an Orphan- hoe i in Ceor- 
gia. 'The embargo which was now laid on the ſhip- 


ping, gave him leifure for the more journies, through 


various parts of England, for which many will have 


reaſon to bleſs God to all eternity. At length on 


Auguſt 14th he embarked, but he did not land in 
Penſylvania till October 30. Aﬀterwards he went 
through Pen/ſylvania, the Jerſies, New-York, Mary- 
land, Virginia, North and South Carolina, preach- 


a effect as in England. On Fanuary 10, 790 
e arrived at Savannah. 
13. January 29, he added thres deſolate orphan 
to near twenty which he had in his houſe before. 
The next day he laid out the ground for the houſe, 
about ten miles from Savannah. February 11, he 


took in four Orphans more, and ſet out for Frederi- 


ca, in order to fetch the orhans that were in the 


 fonthern parts of the colony, In his return he Hit 


a ſchool, both for children and grown perſons, at 


Darien, and took four orphans thence. March 25, 


he laid the firſt ſtone of the Orphan-Houſe, to which, 


with great propriety, he gave the name of Betheſ- 


da ; a work for which the children yet unborn ſhall 
praiſe the Lo RD. He liad now about forty orphans; 
fo that there were near an hundred mouths to be fed 
daily. But he was careful for nothing, caſting his 


care on HtmM Who feedeth the young ravens that call 


upon him. 
14. In Abril he made another tour through Penn- 


Ylvania, the Ferſies, and New-York, Incredible 


multitndes flocked to hear him, amon g whom were 


abundance of negroes. In all places the greater 
part of the hearers were affected to an amazing de- 


WEE? Many were deeply —— of rhei loſt 
B 


ing all along to immenſe congregations, with full as 
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of death; moſt were drowne a1 in tears ; ame turn- 
ed pale as death; others were wringing their hands; 
others lying on the ground; others ſinking into the 
arms of their flends:; 4 "atmo all lifting up their eyes, 
and calling for mercy. COT > 

15. He return d to Savannah. June 5. The next 
evening, during the public ſervice, the whole con- 


gregation, young and old, were diſſolved in tears; 


9 


after ſervice, ſeveral of the pariſhioners, and all his 
family, particularly the young children, returned 
home crying along the ſtreet ® and ſome could not 


help praying aloud. The groans and cries of the 


children continued all night, and great part of the 


next day. 

16. In Auguſt he ſet out again, and through vari- 
ous provinces came to Boſton. While he was here, 
and in the neighbouring places, he was extremely 
weak in body. Yet the multitudes of hearers were 


ſo great, and the effects wrought on them ſo aſto- 
niſhing, as the oldeſt men then alive in the town had 


never ſeen” before. The ſame power attended his 
preaching at New-York ; particularly on Sunday, 
November 2, almoſt as ſoon as he began, crying, 
weeping, and wailing, were to be heard on every 


_. ide, Many ſunk down to the ground, -cut to the 
heart; and many were filled with divine conſolation. 


Fownrd the cloſe of this journey he made this re- 
flection: It is the ſeventy- fifth day ſince J arrived 


& at Rliode-Iſland, exceeding weak in body. Vet 
© GOD has enabled me to preach an hundred and. 

65 ſeventy-five times in public, beſides exhorting fre- 
„ quently in private. Never did GOD vouchſafe me 


<6 greater comforts: Never did I perform my jour- 


3 
ſtate; many truly converted to GOD. In ſome pla- 


| CC 
ces thouſands cried out aloud ; many as in the agonies 
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ce nies with leſs fatigue, or ſec ſuch a continuance of 
ca the divine preſence in the congregations to whom 


r eached.“ 


In December he returned to Sa 


vajmah, and in the March following arrived 1 in Eng 


land. 
199 


account 


You may caſily oblorve, that the preceding 


is clietly extracted from his own Journals, 


which, for their artleſs and unaffected ſimplicity, may 


vie with any writings of the kind. 
a ſpecimen is this of bis labour: both in Europe and 
| * 4 5 

America, 
ring the thirty yea: 


End how exact 


for the honour of his beloved Maſter, du- 
rs that followed ! As well as of 


-the unmterrupted ſhower of bl eflings wherewith 


 Gop was pleaſed to ſucceed his 1 | 


much 


prevented his continuing this account, 
near the time when he was called by 


enjoy 


Is it not 
that any thing ſnould have 

till at leaſt, 
i LORD to 
the fruit of his labour ?—If he has lef: any 


to be lamented, 


papers of this kind, and his friends count me worthy 
of the honour, it wk be my glory and joy to me- 
thodize, tranſcribe, and Prepare them {ſor the pub- 


lic view. 


18. 


A particular account of the laſt ſcene of his 


life, is thus given by a gentleman of Boſton * Af- 


«Cc 


cc 


ee ing 


ter being about a month with us in Bofton and its 
vicinity, and preaching every day, he went to 
Old-York, preached on Thurſday, September 27, 
there; proceeded to Portſmoutli, and preached 
there on Friday. 
out for Boſton 2 
where he had engaged to preach the next morn- 


On Saturday morning he ſet 
but before he came to Newbury, 


„he was importuned to preach by the way. 


cc. The houſe not being lar ge enough to contain the 
P. 2ople, he preached in the open field., But ha- 


ving been infirm for feyeral weeks, this fo exhauſt. 


E 
e ed his ſtr ength, that when he came to Newbury 
„he could not get out of the ferry-boat without 
ce the help pf two men. In the evening , however, 
© he recovered his ſpirits, and appeared with his u- 
„ ſual cheerfulneſs. He went to his chamber at 
© nine, his fixt time, which no company could di- 
vert him from; and ſlept better than he had done 
% for ſome, weeks before. He roſe at four in the 
morning, September 30, and went into his cloſet; 
„ and his companion obſerved he was unuſuall ly Jon or 


% in private. He left his cloſet, returned to bis 
„Tompanion, threw himſelf on the bed, and lay a- 


<« bout ten minutes.” Then he fell upon his knees, 
% and prayed moſt fervently to GoD, That if it was 
c conſiſtant with his will, he might that day finifh'*his 
© Maſter's work.” He then deſired his man to call 


e Mr. Parſons, the clergyman at whoſe houſe he 


© was : But in a minute, before Mr. Parſons could 
reach him, died without a ſigh or groan.” On the 
e news of his death, fix gentlemen {et out for New- 
\ TH bury, in order to bring his remains hither, but he 
% could not be moved, ſo that his precious aſhes 
5 muſt remain at Newbury. Hundreds would have 
gone from this town to attend bis funeral, had 
they not expected he would have been interred 
"0h here. —May this ſtroke be ſanctified to the church 

<« of GOD in general, and to this province in parti- 
de cnlar ! 


II. 1. We are in the ſecond place, to take ſome 
view of his character. A little ſketch of this, was 
ſoon publiſhed in the Boſton Gazette: An extract 
of which is ſubjoined ; „ Little can be ſaid of him, ; 
<« but what every friend to vital Chriſtianity, who 
< has ſat under his miniſtry, will atteſt. In his pub- 


g: lic labours he has for many years a aſtoniſhed the 
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world with his eloquence and devotion. With 
what divine pathos did he perſuade the impeni- 
tent {inner to embrace the practice of piety and 
virtue! Filled with the ſpirit of grace, he {poke 


* o 


from the heart, and with ads. 24 of zeal, per- 
haps ena ſince the days of the apoſtles, a- 
dorned the truths he delivered with the moſt 


„ oraceful charms of rhetoricand oratory. From the 
cc 


pulpit he was unrivalled in the command of an 
ever-crowded auditory. Nor was he leſs agreeable 


and inſtructive in his private converſation : Happy 


in a remarkable eaſe of addreſs; willing to com- 
municate, ſtudious to edify. May the riſing ge- 


neration catch a ſpark of that flame which ſhone 


with ſuch diſtinguiſhed luſtre in the ſpirit and 
practice of this faithful ſervant of the moſt high 


2. A more particular, and equally juſt character 


of him, has appeared in one of the Engliſh papers. 


It may not be diſagreeable to you, to add the ſub- 
ſtance of this likewiſe : + 'F he char acer of this tru- 
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ly pious perſon, muſt be deeply impreſt on the 
heart of every friend of vital religion. In ſpite 
of a tender and delicate conflitution, he continued, 
to the laſt day of his life, preaching with a "Ig 
quency and a fervor that ſeemed to exceed the 
natural ſtrength of the moſt robuſt. Being called 
to the exerciſe of his function at an age, when 
moſt young men are only beginning to qualify 
themſelves for it, he had not time to make a very 
conſiderable e in the learned languages. 
But this defect was amply ſupplied, by a lively and 
Fertile genius, by fervent zeal, and by a forcible 
and moſt perſuaſive delivery. And though in the 
pulpit he often found. it needful, by 2 the terrors of 
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e the 7050 ts perſuade men, he had nothing gloomy 


ee in his nature, being Gngularly cheerful, as well as 


chapitable and tender- hearted. He was as ready | 
d to gelieve the bodily as the ſpiritual neceſſities of , 


thoſe that applied to bim, It ought alſo to 
« he obſerved, that he conſtantly for ced upon 
his audience, every duty, particularly induſtry 


Hain their ſcveral callings, and obedience to their 
© ſuperiors. He endeavoured, by the moſt extra- 


ordinary efforts of preaching in diffcrent places, 
and even in the open fields, to rouſe the lower claſs 
of people, from the laſt degree of inattentien and 
66 Ignorance, to a ſenſe of religion. For this and 
«© his other labours, the name of George Whitefield, 
will og. He remembered with eſteem and venera- 
© Klon 

2. That both theſe accounts are | juſt and imparti- 


al, will readily be allowed; that is, as far as they 
go. But they go little farther than the out/ide of 
his character. They ſhew you the Preacher, but 
not the Man, the Chriſtian, the Saint of God. May 
I be permitted to add a little on this head, from a, 


perſonal knowledge of near forty years E . 1 


am thoroughly ſen{ible-how difficult it is to ſpeak” on 
ſo delicate a ſubject ; what prudence is required to as 


void both extremes, to ſay neither too little, nor 


too much? Nay, I know it is impoſſible to ſpeak at 
all, to ſay either leſs or more, without incurring from 


ſome the former, from others the latter cenſure. 


Some will ſeriouſly think, that too little is ſaid; and - 


others that it is too Winch. But without attending 


to this, I will ſpeak juſt what I know, before MIA | 


to whom we are all to give an account. 
4- Mention has already been made of his unpa- 
ralleled Zeal, his indefatigable Activity, his Tender. 
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E | 
| heartedneſs to the afflicted, and Charitableneſs to- 


ward the poor. But ſhould we not likewiſe men- 
tion his deep Gratitude, to all whom GOD had uf- 
ed as inſtruments of good to him ? Of whom he did 
not ceiſe to ſpeak in the moſt reſpectful manner, 
Should we not mention, 
that he had an heart ſuſceptible of the moſt gener- 
ous and the moſt tender Friendſhip? I have frequent- 
ly thought, that this, of all others, was the diſtin- 
guiſhing part of his character. How few have we 
known of ſo kind a temper, of ſach large and flow- 


ing affections ? was it not principally by, this, that 
the hearts of others were ſo ſtrangely drawn and 


knit to him ? Can any thing but love beget love ? 
This ſhone in his very countenance, and continually 
breathed in all his words, whether in public or pri- 
vate. Was it not this, which, quick,and penetrat- 


ing as lightning, flew from heart to heart? Which 
gave that life to his Sermons, his Cony grſations, his 


Letters? Ye are witneſſes. 


comment on that advi ice of St. Paul to Timothy, In- 
treat the elder women as mothers, the younger as - 


' blemiſhed modeſty. 


5. But away with the- vile miſconſtruction of men 


of corrupt minds, who. know of no love but what is 
earthly and ſenſual. Be it remembered, at the Same 
time, that he was endued with the molt nice and un- 
His office called him to converſe 
very frequently and largely, with women as well = 
men; and thoſe of every age and condition. By 

his whole bekaviour toward them, was a 1 1 


ters, with all purity. 


6. Mean time, how füitable to the fr e of 
Hs ſpirit, was the frankne/s and openneſs of his con- 
verſation ! Although it was as far removed from 


rudeneſs on the « one band „ Rs re om gu ile and diſguiſe 
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derſtanding: It was not the force of his dance ; 


4 16 q 

on the other. Was not this frankneſs at once a Fouts 
and a proof of his courage and intrepidity? Armed 
with/theſe, he feared not the faces of men, but 2% 
great plainneſs of ſpeech to perſons of every rank 
and condition, high and low, rich and poor : en- 
deavouring only by manYe/ration of the truth, to 


commend himſelf to every man's Fm Free in the ſight: 


_ of God. | 
7. Neither was he afraid of labour or pain; any 


more than of what man could do unto 8 . l 


5 equally 


Patient in bearing ill and doing well.” 


And this appeared in the /eadineſs wherewith he | 


Maſter's 
the Orphan- 


purſued whatever he undertook for his 
ſake. Witneſs one inſtance for all, 


Houſe in Georgia, which he began ht perfected, bn. 


ſpite of all diſcouragements. Indeed, in whatever 


concerned himſelf, he was pliant and flexible. In 


this caſe he was 205 to be intreated, eaſy to be ei- 
ther convinced or preſuaded. 


was concerned. None could perſuade, any more 
than affright him, to vary 


that integrity, which was inſeparable from his whole 


character, and regulated all his words and actions. 


Herein he did 


« Stand as an iron pillar ſtrong, 
46 And ſtedfaſt as a wall of braſs.”” 
74 . If it be required, What was the foundation 2 


this integrity, or of his ſincerity, courage, patience, 
and every other valuable and amiable quality, it is 


It was not the excellence 


eaſy to give the Ader. 
Not the ſtrength of his un- 


of his natural temper : 


But he was 1mmove- 
able in the things of GOD, or wherever his conſcience. 


in the leaſt point from 


AV —⏑ — Z 


E 
no, not the advice of his friends, Tt was no other 
than faith in a bleeding LORD; Faith of the opera- 
tion of God. It was a lively hope of an inheritance 
5 incorruptible, and that fadeth not away, It was the 
„ Hove of God ſhed abroad in his heart by the Holy 
Ghoſt, which was given unto him, filling his ſoul 
Alt tender, diſintereſted, love to every child of 
man. From this ſource aroſe that torrent of Elo- 
{ - quence which frequently bore down all before it: 
From this, that aſtoniſhing force of Perſuaſion, which 
the moſt Bardened ſinners could not reſiſt. I his it 
was, which often made his head as ates and his 
eyes a fountain of tears. This it was which enabled 
him to pour out his ſoul in Prayer, in a manner pe- 
culiar to himſelf, with ſuch fullneſs and caſe united 
together, with ſuch ſtrength and IO both of 
ſentiment and expreſſion. 
- 9. I may cloſe this head with obſerving, What 
an honour it pleaſed GOD to put upon his faithful 
1 ſervant, by allowing him to declare his everlaſting 
| goſpel in ſo many various countries, to ſuch num- 
bers of people, and with ſo great an effect on ſo 
| many of their precious ſouls ! Have we read or heard 
| 
b 


of any perſon ſince the apoſtles, who teſtified the 
goſpel of the grace of Gop, through ſo widely ex- 
tended a ſpace; through ſo large a part of the habi- 
table world? Have we read or heard of any perſon; 
| who called fo many thouſands,\ ſo many miriads of 
po ſinners to repentance ? Above all, have we read or 
i} Heard of any, who has been a bleſſed inſtrument in 
| His hand of bringing ſo many ſinners. from darkneſs to 
light, and from the power of a ſatan unto God? It is 
true, were we -to talk thus to the gay world, we 
ſhould be judged to ſpeak as barbarians. But you 
underſtand the language of the country to which | 
CG 
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1 
yon are going, and whither | our dear friend is gone %, 
à little before us. : | 
III. But how ſhall we improve this awful provi- fo 
denee? This is the Third thing which we have to 
Ser And the anſwer to this important queſti- th 
on is caly ; (may GOD write it in all our hearts !) br 
By. keeping cloſe to the grand dodrines which he tl 
delivered: And by drinking into his ſpirit. _ $ 
I. And firſt, let us keep cloſe to the grand ſerip- fe 
tural dockrines, which he every where delivered. ti 
There are many doctrines of a leſs eſſential nature, | t/ 
with regard to which, even the ſincere children of L 
600 (ſuch is the preſent weakneſs of human un- I 
derſtanding !) are and have been divided for many ( 
ages. In theſe we may think and let think; we le 
may agree to diſagree.” But mean time let us 7 
Le hold faſt the eſſentials of the faith, which was once | 01 
delivered to the ſuints ; and which this champion of li 
GOD ſo ſtrongly inſiſted on, at all times, and in all þ 
places. e 
2. His fundamental point was, give GOD all the / 
glory of whatever is good in man. And in the buſi- 
neſs of ſalvation, ſet CHRIST as high; and man as 
low as poſſible. With this point, he and his 8 
at Oxford, the original Methodiſts (o called) ſet out. b 
Their grand Principal was, there is no power (by na- I. 
ture) and no merit in man. They inſiſted, All powW- f. 
er to think, ſpeak, or act right, is in and from the g 
Spirit of dus IST ; And all merit is (not 1 in man, . 
1 how high ſoever in e, but merely) in the blood t 
5 of Cuxisr. So he and they taught: There is no 
power in man, till it is given from above, to do one 7X 
| good work, to ſpeak one good word, or to form 9 
Y | done good bake For it is, not enough to ſay, all men 
8 are ſick of fin : No, we are all Dead in treſpaſſes and 10 
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ins. It follows, that all the children of men ae 
4 nature children of wrath. We are all guilty be- 
Yovi- fore God, liable to death temporal and eternal. 


ve to 3. And we are all helpleſs, both with regard to 


gone 


ueſti- the power and to the guilt of fin. For who can 


rts !) bring a clean thing out of an unclean © None leſs 
h her. chan the Almighty. W ho can raiſe thoſe that are Dead, 
J Piritually dead in {in ? None but He who raiſed us 
ſcrip-. from the duſt of the earth. But on what conſidera- 
ered. tion will he do this? Not for works of righteouſneſs 
ature, that we have done. The dead cannot praiſe thee, 0 
en of | Lord] Nor do any thing for the ſake of which they 
n un- ſhould be raiſed to Le: Waatever therefore GOD 
many qglocs, he does it merely for the ſake of his well-be- 
; we loved Son: He was woundedfor our trangreſſions, he 
let us 7vas bruiſed for our iniquities. He himſelf bore all 
once our ſins in his own body upon the tree. He was de- 
on of livered for our offences, and roſe again fe or eur Juſli- 
in all | fication, | Here then is the fole meritorious cauſe of 
every bleſſing we do or can enjoy: In particular of 
ll the our pardon and acceptance with God, of our full 
> buſi= | and free juſtification. Bat by what means do we 
an as become intereſted in what Cnr 15T has done and ſuf- 
rieuds | fered ? Not by works, liſi any man ſhould beaſt ; 
t out. but by faith alone. Me conclude, ſays the apoſtle, 
y na- that a man is juſtified by faith, without the works of 
pow- the law. And to as many as thus receive Him, 
m the givet ui he power to become the ſons of Cod: Even 7 
man, thoſe that believe in his name, who were bor u, not of 
blood | the will of man, but of CO. 
Is no 4. And except a man be thus born again, he can- 
10 ene not ſee the kingdom of God. But all who are thus born 
form of the ſpirit, have the kingdom of Cod within them. 
1 men Chriſt ſets up his kingdom | in their hearts; Righte- 
es and ouſneſs, peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. That mind 


Lag - 


* 


| } 


E 1 


is in them, which was in Feſus Chriſt, enabling them 


to walk as Chriſt alſo walked, His in-dwelling-ſp Irit 


15 makes them both holy in _— and holy in all man- 


ner of converſation. But Ain, ſeeing all this 1s a free 


gift, through! the righteouſneſs and blood of Cn RIST, 
there {s:eternally the ſame reaſon to remember, He 55 
that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 
FJ. You are not ignorant, that theſe are the fü | 
damental doctrines which he every where inſiſted on, 
And may they not be fummed up, as it were, in two 


words, The new birth, and juſtification of faith 2 


Theſe let us inſiſt upon with all boldneſs, at all 
times, and in all places: In public (thoſe of us who 


are called thereto) and at all opportunities, in pri- 


vate. Keep cloſe to theſe good, old, unfaſhionable 
doctrines, how many ſoeyer contradict and blaſ- 
pheme, Go on, my brethren, in the name of the 
| Lord, and in the power of his might, With all care 
and Jengenes, keep that ſafe that is committed to 
your truſt : Knowing that heaven and earth ſhall paſs 


away ; but this truth ſhall not paſs away. 


6. But will it be ſufficient, to keep cloſe to his 
Dodtrines, how pure ſoeyer they are? Is there not a 
point of ſtill greater importance than this, namely 
to drink into his Spirit? Herein to be a follower of} -: 
him, even as he was of Chrift * Without this, the 
purity of our doctrines, would only increaſe our 
damnation. This therefore is the principal thing, 
to copy after his ſpirit. And allowing that in ſome 
points, we muſt be content, to admire what we can- 
not imitate ; yet in many others we may, through 
the ſame free grace, be partakers of the ſame bleſ- 
ſing. Conſcious then of our own wants, and of his - 
| bounteous love, who giveth liberally and upbraideth 
not, Ny to Him that worketh all in all, for a mea» 


8 » "i — - - mas 
— 2 . my 
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jure of the ſame precious faith : Of the fame zeal 


an- | bleneſs, bowels of mercies. Wreſtle with Gop for 
ree | ſome degree of the ſame grateful, friendly, affecti- 
r, | onate temper; . of the ſame openneſs, ſimplicity, 
and godly ſincerity, Love without difſimulation. 
W reſtle on, till the Power from on high works in 
Gu the ſame ſteady courage and patience : And a- 
bove all, becauſe it is the crown of all, the ſame i in- 


ariable integrity. 

” | : 7. Is there any other fruit of the grace of GOD, 

1 | with which he was eminently endowed, and the 
0 want of which among the children of Gov he fre- 
i- quently and paſſionately lamented ? There is one, 
e I that is, Catholis love That ſincere and tender af- 
— fection, which is due to all thoſe, who, we have 
e reaſon to believe, are children of Gop by faith: In 
other words, all thoſe in every perſuaſion, who fear 
» | God and work righteouſneſs, He longed to ſee all 
} who had taſted the good word, of a truly catholic 


ſpirit, (a word little undiriiond and ſtill leſs experi- 
a enced by many, who have it frequently in their 
mouth.) Who 1s he that anſwers this character ? 
Who is a man of a catholic ſpirit * One whe loves a 
friend, as brethren in the LORD, as Joint partakers 
of the preſent kingdom of hennes, and fellow-heirs 
of his eternal kingdom, all of whatever opinion, 
mode of worſhip, or congregation, who believes in 
the LoRD JxzsvUs; who love Gop and man; Who 
rejoice to pleaſe, and fear to offend Gop, are care- 
ful to abſtain from evil, and zealous of good works. 
He is a man of truly catholic ſpirit, who bears theſe 
- continually upon his heart : Who havin gan unſpeak- 


able tenderneſs for their perſons, and an earneſt de: 


and activity, the ſame tender-heartedneſs, charita- — 


Gre of their welfate, does not ceaſe to commend 


them to GOD in prayer, as well as to plead their of t] 
cauſe before men: Who ſpeaks comfortably ro them, er 
and labours by all his words, to ſtrengthen their all t 
handy 1 in Gop. He afliſts them to the uttermoſt of bow 

-his power, in all things, ſpiritual and temporal. He | 9 
is ready to ſpend and to be ſpont for them ; yea to why 
lay down his life for his brethren. * 9 
8. How amiable a character is this ? How deſira- | ea 
ble to every child of God ! But why is it then ſo ] and 

ey found? How is it, that there are fo few inſtances wg, 

of it ? Indeed, ſuppoſing we have taſted of the love Sha 
of Gop, how can any of us reft, till it is cur own ? | be, 

Why, there is a delicate device, whereby Satan per: oth 

ſuades thouſands, that they n. ay ſtop ſhort i, pur 
and yet be guiltleſs. It is well, if many here org ot] 
dent are road in this /nare of the devil, taken captives | of 
at his ꝛbill.. 0 yes, ſays one, I have all this love | Ve: 

, for thoſe I believe to be children of Goo. But 1 2 
4 will never believe he is a a child of God, who be- 8 
longs to that vile e Can he, Uo you Gy 

<< think, be a child of God, who holds ſuch deteſta- 
<< ble opinions? Or he that joins in ſuch ſenſeleſs and by: 

4 ſuperſtitious, if not idolatrous worſhip.” So we Tg 
Juſtify ourſelves in one ſin, by adding a ſecond to it? uh 
We excuſe the want of love in ourſelves, by laying the = 
blame onothers. To colour our own deviliſh temper, 5 
we pronounce our brethren children of the devil. 0 EO 
beware of this! And if you are already taken in the | ” 
1nare, eſcape out of it as ſoon as poſlible. Go and 
learn that truly catholic love, which is not raſh or | dc 
haſty in judging.: That love which thinketh no evil, - | W 
which believeth and hopeth all things: Which makes- |_ Þ: 
all the allowances for others, that we deſire others | HT 
\- + ſhould. make for us, Then we ſhall take knowledge | 3 


Vp Einen 4 
and ſay, 
<< ther ??? When wilt thou roll away our reproach ' 
| Shall the ſword devour for ever? How long 
| be, ere thou bid thy people return from following each 


other in love. 
l 


(e 


1 3 


of the grace of GOD, which is in. every man, what- 


ever be his opinion or mode of worſhip. J hen will 

all that fear GOD be near and dear unto us, in the 

bowels of Feſus Chriſt. —— = 
9. Was not this the ſpirit of our * & iend ?. And 


| why ſhould it not be ours? O thou GOD of love, 


ho; 


ng ſhall thy people be a by word among the 
How long ſhall they laugh us to ſcorn, 
© See how theſe Chriſtians love one ano- 


will 2. 


other? Now at leaſt, let all the people ſtand ſtill, and 


| purſue after their brethren no more] But whatever 


others do, let all of us my brethren, hear the voice 


of him that being dead, yet ſpeaketh | / Suppoſe ye 
| hear him ſay, Now at Lan, be ye followers of me 
| * as I was of Chriſt! Let brother ns more lift up 


© ſword againſt brother, neither know ye war any 
„ more] Rather put ye on, as the elect of God, bo- 
% els of mercies, humbleneſs of mind, bretherly Rind- 
© neſs, gentleneſs, long ſuffering : for bearing one an- 
Let the time paſt ſuffice for ſtrife, 
envy, contention ; for biting and devouring one 
Bleſſed be GOD, that ye have not long 


ago been conſumed one of anther | From hence- 


cc another. 


forth hold ye the unity of the n in the bond of 
"ha 66 peace,” 


:. "19.0 GOD, wich thee noword is 1 thou 


goſt what eee pleaſeth thee ! O that tbou 


wouldſt cauſe the mantle of thy prophet, whom thou 


haſt taken up, now to fall upon us that remain ! 


M here is the Lord God of Elijah? Let his Spirit reſt 
upon theſe thy ſervants | Shew thou art the GOD- 
that anſwer ed by fire ! Let the fire of * lo” 
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us Tove one another with love ſtronger than death. 
Take away from us all anger, and wrath and bitter- 
neſs ; all clamour and evil ſpeaking. Let thy ſpirit 
reſt upon us, that from this hour, we may be kind 


to each other tender hearted Forgiving one another, 


even as Cod, for Chriſt” aße, hath forgivgn ur N 


heay 4 And becauſe we love: 'thees' let 
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